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numbered 1448 and the out-patients 18,478. From the

report it appears that in 149 cases an eye was removed ; in
three of these the operation was demanded by an injury
resulting from the use of a fork to untie a bootlace; and in
nine the eye was lost in consequence of blows inflicted by a
fist. The directors gratefully acknowledge various legacies,
including one for .&bgr;1000 from the trustees of the late
Professor P. A. Simpson, M.A., M.D., who formerly occupied
the chair of Forensic Medicine in the University of Glasgow.

Glasgow -Royal hyrmary.
Each week seems to bring some new difficulties or dispute

in connexion with the reconstruction scheme. The most
recent is a difference of opinion which has manifested itself
between the infirmary managers and the Jubilee Memorial
Committee on the question of financial responsibility. The
managers, as stated in this column last week, wrote accept-
ing the scheme and plan adopted by the committee on the
understanding that they were not involved in any financial
responsibility. But when this communication was submitted
to the Memorial Committee on Feb. lst it produced an
explosion of indignation. Sir David Richmond, in a lengthy
speech, moved that the managers’ letter be not accepted, and
this was passed unanimously. In speaking on the motion Sir
David Richmond described the position of the managers as an
attempt to absolve themselves of their proper responsibilities
and characterised their proposal as an audacious one. The
Jubilee Committee had raised &pound;100 000 and now offered to
re-build a certain section of the infirmary. When that was

performed their function ceased and the managers must rely
on their own resources. This view appeared to find general
acceptance with the committee, but the public are inclined
to ask: If the committee only contemplated a partial action
why did they invite a number of architects to submit plans
for a complete reconstruction-plans which it would now
appear they never had any intention to carry out? The
committee have appointed a deputation to confer with the
managers with a view to establish a rnodus vivendi, and have
determined to issue a statement of their case so as to regain
public sympathy. It is not diffi ;ult to understand the
present confusion and conflict wben it is remembered that
the promoters of the plan launched their scheme without any
consultation with either the managers or professional staff of
the infirmary.

Feb. 5th.

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESFONDENTS.)

A Central Laboratory for the Irish Asylums.
THE Chief Secretary for Ireland on Jan. 29th received a

conjoint deputation from the Royal Academy of Medicine in
Ireland and the Irish division of the Medico- Psychological
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, with reference to
the project of establishing a central laboratory, devoted to
pathological research in connexion with insanity, for the
asylums of Ireland. The object of the deputation was
to request the good offices of the Chief Secretary with a
view to affording asylum committees the power, which they
do not now possess, to contribute to such an institution, the
idea of which has met with general approval not only from
the medical profession, but from the daily press, both
Unionist and Nationalist, and from various influential
members of Parliament on both sides of the House. The

deputation consisted of Dr. Lombe Atthill (President of the
Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland), Professor D J.
Cunningham, F.R.S., Mir Christopher Nixon, Mr. A. D. O’C.
Finegan (secretary of the Irish -division of the Medico-
Psychological Association), Mr. Conolly Norman, and Dr.
W. R. Dawson.

Dr. Atthill, having introduced the deputation, referred
to a general statement of its objects, which had already been
laid before the Chief Secretary, and said that they were
there to afford him any additional information that he might
desire.

Sir Christopher Nixon then spoke at some length on the
desirability of a central laboratory for the Irish asylums,
explaining that it was to be of a similar nature to the
laboratories already established by the London County
Council for their asylums and by the Scottish asylums at
Edinburgh. He thoaght that it ought to be done thoroughly
and that the estimate made by Dr. Dawson of about R600 a
year was not enough to allow for its support.

Profesbor Cunningham pointed out that he understood that
the laboratory of the Scottish Asylums was only costing
about .f.600 a year. Ireland was very badly off for labora-
tories for pathological research as compared with the sister
kingdom and he hoped that the Chief Secretary would see his
way to assisting in the matter.
The Chief Secretary expressed complete approval of the

project of establishing the laboratory. He thought that
perhaps the strongest argument in its favour was the exist-
ence of similar institutions in England and Scotland. He
was of opinion that the proper mode of approaching the
subject was not on the merely utilitarian side, but that the
scheme was deserving of all encouragement as a means of
furthering scientific knowledge by research. There would
be the less difficulty in conceding the request of the deputa-
tion that no expenditure was asked for, but he feared that
it might be objected that the money contributed by the
asylums would ultimately have to be supplied from some
public source, and he wished to know whether the Irish
asylums had any fund at their disposal from which this

expenditure might be drawn.
Mr. Norman explained that the public asylums in Ireland
had no endowment, but were supported partly by a fixed
capitation grant from the Treasury and partly from the rates.
The expense, therefore, would fall ultimately on the rates.
The Chief Secretary, resuming, thanked Mr. Norman for

his clear statement. He mentioned one or two minor diffi-
culties and said that he could give no actual promise as he
did not know when a Bill would be brought in into which
the permissive clause desired could be introduced, and that
the Government would not think of putting a’.y pressure on
the public bodies concerned with the view of compelling
them to contribute ; but, so far as the permissive clause
went, he would be glad if he obtained the approval of his
colleagues to insert it into a suitable Bill, and he thought that,
he might say that this would in all probability be done. He
strongly advised, however, tt at the matter should not be le t
to the Government merely, but should be urged on the public
bodies concerned and brought before the public generally in
a way to secure the widest possible support. The Z25 or
.E30 annually which would be required from each county was
a very trifling sum. &deg; 

,

After a few remarks from Dr. Dawson and Mr. Finegan,
Dr. Atthill thanked the Chief Secretary for his reception
and the deputation then withdrew.

The Election of a Direct Representative for Ireland, on the
General Medical Council.

Mr. T. Laffan is contesting the position of Direct Repre-
sentative for Ireland in the General Medical Council with
Sir William Thomson. Mr. Laffan’s independence and deep
interest in medical education are well known, but if he has
no possibility of success his movement will not be for the.
benefit of the medical profession. The expenditure con-
nected with the Irish Branch Council in the present state of its
finances should not be increased, which must be the effect of
a contest. There is, too, a decided advantage in avoiding a
contest if the iesult is certain beforehand. It gives addi-
tional strength to a candidate unanimously elected. Thus
Mr. Laffan incurs great responsibility in his action which

, only considerable success at the poll will justify.
, The Irish Poor-law Meddcal Service.

A deputation representing the Irish Poor-law Officers’
L Association waited on the Chief Secretary for Ireland on

Jan. 31st and laid before him the necessity of extending ta
eland the English Act which makes it compulsory on local

, bodies to grant superannuation allowances to all their
. officials. In reply to Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., who
. introduced the deputation, Mr. Wyndham said that if a
. plivate Bill was introduced into the House of Commons he
. would be prepared to support it, although he could not

promise that the Government would introduce legislation on
1 the subject. Another deputation representing the Irish Poor-
i Jaw medical service waited on the Chief Secretary on the

following day (Feb. lst) in reference to the grievance
t of medical officers as regards superannuation. In reply

Mr. Wyndham stated that he was not in favour of
e drawing a line between the medical and lay officers COL-
, cerned with the administration in Ireland, but that he would
e do all that a member of the Government could do to facili-

y tate a private Bill if brought in with something approaching
t to general consent. A private Bill, he said, which was not
y contentious, passed through the House of Commons with
a very little difficulty, as its stages were automatically taken.

The accounts of the interviews of these deputations occupied
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many columns of the local daily journals, a clear proof that
the matter is felt to be one of wide general interest.

A Baateriological Institute for Ireland.
The annual meeting of the Dublin branch of the British

Medical Association was held in Dublin on Jan. 31st, when
Sir George F. Duffey was elected President, and delivered an
address dealing mainly with the necessity of the establish-
ment of a bacteriological institute for Ireland to be located
in Dublin.

Medical Appointment.
Dr. J. B. Story, Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery, Royal

College of Surgeons in Ireland, surgeon to the Royal Victoria
Eye and Ear Hospital, &c., has been appointed surgeon
oculist to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in
-the room of the late Dr. A. H. Jacob. ’ 

‘

Health of Belfast.
During November 230 cases of zymotic disease were

notified-viz., 68 of typhoid fever, 57 of simple continued
,fever, 40 of erysipelas, 33 of scarlet fever, 20 of diph-
theria, nine of membranous croup, and three of puerperal
fever. There were 43 deaths from zymotic disease,
95 from phthisis, and 219 from diseases of the respi-
ratory organs. The annual death-rate from all causes

was 21’0, that for children under one year old 4’5, and
that for’ those of 60 years and upwards 6-5 per 1000
of the population. In the corresponding period of last
year the death-rate from all causes was 26’3, that from
- zymotic diseases 2’0, and that from chest affections 12’8 per
.1000 of the inhabitants. The present death-rate is there-
fore very low, though slightly greater than that of last
month. This is entirely due to causes other than zymotic
.diseases or chest affections, both of which show a slightly
lower rate than in the preceding month. The low rate from
the latter cause is due mainly to the unusually high tempera-
ture which prevailed during the period, and contrasts very
’favourably with that of the corresponding month of last

year, when it was 12 8.

The Samaritan Hospital, Belfast.
At the annual meeting of the supporters of this hospital

held on Feb. 4th it was reported that during the past year
’652 patients had been treated in the extern department and
197 in the wards, of whom 157 required surgical treatment.
,45 major operations had been performed, and the great
majority of the patients had made good recoveries. The
hospital was now entirely free of debt, but an additional
,.-100 per annum was still needed from subscribers to make
the hospital self-supporting. ,

Rainfall in Belfast during January.
During the month of January, 1901, the rainfall was

.3-05 inches, which fell on 23 days, this amount being well
under the average and almost one inch less than the corre-
.sponding period of last year.

The Death of the Queen.
Universal sorrow has been felt in Belfast at the passing of

’the great and good Queen Victoria. On Feb. 2nd all the
- shops were closed, the city was in a state of mourning, and
memorial services were held. In no place in the empire is
the feeling of the people more loyal than in Belfast.

Feb. 5th.

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

An office Spittoon.
AT the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

Jan. 15th M. Brouardel read for M. Ch. P&eacute;rier a note
relating to the use of individual spittoons for clerks and
office employ&eacute;s as a means of prophylaxis against tuber-
culosis. M. P6rier reminded the meeting that the Academy,
on June 28th, 1898, unanimously agreed to the conclusions
formulated in a report of Professor Grancher, which was
read in the name of the Commission on Tuberculosis. The

prophylactic measures recommended as being extremely
simple to carry out were as follows :-1. Sputa should be
collected in a pocket spittoon holding a little carbolic acid
solution of 5 per cent. strength and coloured, or at least a
little water. 2. Dust should be avoided as far as possible
by the substitution of wiping over furniture, floors, and the
like with a damp cloth instead of sweeping or brushing them.
3 All milk, whatever its source, should be boiled before

drinking it. These measures are certainly perfectly simple
and easy to apply in public life, but in large establishments
the problem becomes more and more complex as the number
of employ&eacute;s increases and tends to become almost insoluble.
Railway companies are a flagrant example of this. The
practical difficulties may be resolved into a question of
money. Other difficulties may be overcome by persua-
sion. With regard to passengers all that can be
done is to request them not to spit elsewhere than in

spittoons, and it would seem easy to demand the
same practice from clerks and the like congregated in

greater or less numbers in an office where they spend many
hours a day. The matter, however, is not so easy. A

spittoon used in common is disgusting and a likely source of
danger, so that one intended for office clerks must be some
form of individual apparatus. Pocket spittoons will not
do, for the difficulty of having them administratively
cleansed would make them agents of spreading disease
rather than a means of defence against it. The apparatus
chosen must therefore be one of the class known as

"indoor" " (d’appartement). Professional, etiquette does
not allow the tuberculous clerks to be ear-marked by
having spittoons distributed to them alone, therefore every
clerk must have one. The tuberculous clerk does not like
everyone to see what he spits up, neither does he want his
senses offended by the sight of his colleagues’ spittoons.
This feeling must be respected ; if it is ignored spittoons will
be found used as flower va&ocirc;es or hidden away in drawers or

cupboards. Thus the desired end is the least attained in
the very place where it is most to be desired, and this, too,
is due to the resistance to prophylactic measures of the very
person whose interest in the success of such measures is
the greatest. This resistance, therefore, must be overcome
by altering the circumstances which give rise to it.
Three conditions must be fulfilled : (1) the spittoon must
not be clumsy ; (2) it should be concealed in some way ; and
(3) it must be able to be carried in the hand. The Northern
Railway Company is just about to adopt a form of spittoon
which seems to fulfil all the above-mentioned conditions. It
is made of blue glass and has a handle and it is kept in a
box open at one side. On the top of this box, which occupies
the usual position of the ink, is placed the inkstand. The
clerk, therefore, has only to raise his hand a little higher
than usual to dip his pen and this is the sole inconvenience
which this little piece of furniture will cause him.
The Influence of Climate upon Experimentally Produced

Tuberculosis.
At the Congress upon Tuberculosis held last year at

Naples M. Lannelongue, M. Achard, and M. Gaillard com-
municated the results of their experiments upon the above
subjects-results which were astonishing. Their report was
read before the Academy of Sciences at the meeting held
on Jan. 21st. Two sets of experiments were made. 300
male guinea-pigs were divided into six lots of equal weight
and were inoculated simultaneously with an equal dose of
human tuberculosis culture. They were then kept in different
climates and at different altitudes, such as at sea-level,
at a height of 1000 metres above sea-level, in the midst of
woods, and in a plain. The two remaining lots of 50 each
were kept in a laboratory at Paris where they got no

sunshine, or, indeed, much light of any kind. The labora-
tory was badly ventilated and damp, full of ammoniacal
emanations, and an atmosphere containing 1700 microbes to
the cubic metre. The temperature was fairly equable, how-
ever, and the animals had to keep still because there was no
room for them to run about. One experiment lasted for one
year, six months, and five days, while the other lasted for
one year, two months, and 20 days. Of the laboratory guinea-
pigs six remained alive of the first lot and 11 of the second.
Of those kept at the sea-level there remained three, of those
on the hills four, and of those in the plain one. One important
result of these experiments is the fact that tuberculosis
behaves very differently in animals of the same class. As in
these experiments the doses were equal and the animals of
the same class were kept under identical conditions it
would seem that the differences in the evolution of the
disease were due to the different resistance power of the
individual animals. Some died from diffuse tuberculosis at
the end of six months and some out of the same lot at the
end of 15 or 18 months with only a few very localised
thoracic lesions. In three animals the infection either
aborted or underwent spontaneous cure.

Radio-prelvigraphy and Radio-peZvinietry at Long Range.
At the meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on


